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Most beloved clergy and monastics, sons and daughters, faithful children
of the Eastern American Diocese of our Most Holy Serbian Orthodox Church:

GOD’S PEACE — CHRIST IS BORN!

“Made flesh by the Holy Spirit,
Made man of the ever-virgin Mary,
You have filled all creation with joy!”
(Vesperal Verse of Christmas Eve)

Greeting you, Beloved, in the incomparable joy of this Christmas Eve, wherein heaven and earth
radiate alike as the brilliant Star of Bethlehem from above, imbuing this, the longest night of the
year with awe-inspiring light. In anticipation of the joyous celebration of the glorious Incarnation of
the Son of God, we join in the ever-resounding prayer of the ages, that by His Divine intervention
in history, the true light of the knowledge of God will verily shine among us, renewing in us the
integrity and unity of everyone and everything in Him, who tonight was “made flesh by the Holy
Spirit, made man of the ever-virgin Mary!”

By His birth, the Word of God, who became one with us by taking on our flesh, liberates us from
physical and spiritual suffering, which only serve to oppress humanity, keeping it in the lifeless
grip of fear and indifference, under the guise of freedom. For as St. Isaac the Syrian rightfully
affirms: “If zeal had been appropriate for putting humanity aright, why did God the Word clothe
Himself in the body, using gentleness and humility in order to bring the world back to His Father?”
Therefore, fear not, give yourself to Him, with firm faith and trust in the Creator and Fashioner of
all things and humanity, whom He created in His image and likeness, in Him — the Light and Life
of the world!

The Divine Christ Child is our only true Savior. His Kingdom, which reigns over all and in all, is the
only one broad enough for the unlimited possibilities of every human soul, for it is not of this world
and exceeds all imaginable limitations. As such, Herod focusing only on himself and his earthly
kingdom, tried in vain to destroy the Newborn King. Where is that Herod today? Forgotten on the
one hand, yet on the other omnipresent in those who offer death, instead of life; fragmentation,
rather than wholeness; war, instead of peace; those who tear down, rather than build; and those
who scatter, rather than gather! Shall we not rush, instead, to open the cave of our heart, to allow
the warmth of Christ to rekindle within us His incarnate presence?

To that end, the great and holy Cyril of Jerusalem notes: “Men abandoned God and fashioned
images carved after the human form. Since an image of men was falsely worshipped as God, God
became truly man, so that falsehood might be destroyed... The Lord took on our likeness, so that



He might give us an even greater grace, such that sinful humanity might become a partaker of
God.” It behooves us for this reason, Beloved, in all places and under all circumstances to discern
incarnational love from idolatry, so that we are not held captive to the wiles of exploitation.

While respecting the rights of others, with decency and dignity, let us hasten to return to that
secure harbor of a Christocentric life and to the Church, which is "the pillar and fortress of the
truth" (1 Tim. 3:15). There, in that safe harbor, let us pause and listen to the resounding echo of our
heart, and recenter our lives on the family, that very God-given nucleus of life itself and pillar of
society! Only as such can we safeguard this world, which has been given unto us in stewardship
and trust, and which we are obliged to return to our Creator, as it befits Christians: honorably and
properly.

So that we may achieve such trust in our own lives and communities and convey the same to the
world in a bond of faith and love, the Newborn Savior, this night and always, appeals to us and
invites us to overcome our doubts and conflicts. Then, and only then, will differences in the family,
the community, in society and throughout the world dissipate in the gentle and humble brilliance
of the gladsome light of the Incarnate Lord, who has “filled all creation with joy!”

We invoke upon all of you, our most beloved spiritual children, with sincere paternal love this
Christmas, the mercy, grace, and blessings of the Christ Child, joyfully, from all our heart,
exclaiming:

GOD'S PEACE - CHRIST IS BORN!
INDEED, HE IS BORN!

Given at Christmas in the year 2022.

Your contrite intercessor before the crib of the Divine Infant,

+IRINEJ

BISHOP OF EASTERN AMERICA
THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH



UPUHEJ

MO MUNTOCTU BOXKJOJ
EMMCKOIN NCTOYHOAMEPWYKU

HajrbybrbeHuje cBellTeHCTBO U MOHALLTBO, CMHOBU M Khepw, BepHa Yaaa
Enapxuje ncroyHoamepuyke n Hawe HajceeTtuje Cpncke MNMpasocnasHe Lipkee:

MWP BOXJU - XPUCTOC CE POOU!

L0eannomueLuu ce o8 [lyxa Ceemoza u
nocmaswu Yosekom 00 yeek [jese Mapuje,

Csy meap ucnyHuo cu padowhy!”
(Beueprm ctux bagtser gaHa)

MNo3apaBrbamo Bac, BO3rbybrbeHn, y HeM3peuueoj pagoctu oee boxuhHe Hohu, y Kome Hebo 1
3eMrba nogjeaHako 3pade kao 6nuctaea Butnejemcka 3Be3ga ca Heba, ucnyrwaajyhu Hajoyxy
Hoh y roguHu ceeTnowhy Koja ynvBa CTpaxonowToBake. Y UWYEKMBaKY pagocTy CBECTABHOr
Oeannohewa CuHa boxjer, npugpyxyjemo ce oBe Hohu og3earajyhoj MONUTBU BEKOBA, Kako bu
Hberoeum BoxaHckum nocpegcTteoM y uctopuju u Mehly Hama 3abnucrtana npaea CBETNOCT
BoronosHawa, obHaBrbajyhv y cBuMa U y cBemy, LEenoBUTOCT M jeauHcTBO y Hbemy Koju
,oeannomuewu ce 00 [yxa Ceemoeaa u nocmaswu Jyoeekom 00 yeek Lljese Mapuje!”

Ceojum pohewem Peuy Boxja noctage jeaHo ca rbyauma, u y3eBwun Ha Cebe Hawe Teno
ocnobopgm Hac of poncTBa U YXOBHWUX CTpafaka, Ynju jeauHu Lnrb je, Aa Nof BEeLTO CKPOojeHOM
mMackoMm cnoboge yrietaBa SbyACkM pod, Apkehu ra y OexuBOTHOM CTUCKY CTpaxa u
pasHogyLlHocTu. 3aTto ceetu Micak CupuH ¢ npaBom rosopu: ,AKO je peeHocm buna npuknadHa
Oa ce YyosevaHcmeo ucrpasu, 3awmo ce boe Criogo obykao y merno, kopucmehu ce 6nazowhy
u cmuperem 0a bu ceem spamuo Ouy?“ 3aTto, He Bojmo ce, Hero ce npegajmo Hoemy, ca
4YBPCTOM BEPOM U noBepew-em y TBopua u Casgaterba CBe TBapu W YOBeEKa, Kora CTBOpU Mo
Ceom nuky n nogobujy, hbemy — Ceemnowhy u XXusomy ceema!

BoromnageHau Xpucroc, Haw je jeauHn npasu Cnacuters. Hberoso LlapcTBo koje Brnaga Hag
cBuMa u y ceemy, Llapcteo je koje npeBasunasu cea Hawa orpaHudersa. OHO Huje of oBora
CBETa, M CaMo je OHO AOBOSBHO MPOCTPAHO 3a HeorpaHuydeHe moryhHocTu rbyacke aywe. 3aTo
je Wpop, rnepajyhu camo Ha cebe n cBoje 0BO3eMarbCKO LLIAPCTBO, y3anyd MoKywasao Aa ca
nuua semrbe 36puwe HoeopoheHor Llapa. ae je Taj Wpoa panac? Ca jegHe cTpaHe
3abopaBrbeH, a ca gpyre ceenpucytaH Mefly OHMMA KOju YMECTO XMBOTA Hyde CMPT, MECTo
jeanHcTBa — pasgop, MECTO MUpa — paT; YBEK Ca OHMMA KOoju pylue, a HUKaA ca rpaguTersuma;
YBEK Ca pacunHuuuma, a Hukag ca crtapaterbuma! 3ap He Tpebamo ctora noxyputu aa
oTBOpMMO nehuHy cBOjUX cpua, M NycTuMo Aa XpucToBa TONMMHA MOHOBO pacnanu y Hama
Hberoso oBannoheHo NpuUcycTBO?



3ato Benuku u ceetn Kupuno Jepycanumcku Hanomumwe: Jbydu cy Hanycmunu boea u
Harnpaeurnu cy criuke ypesaHe o rbydckom obnudjy. Nowmo je nuk reyou naxHo oboxaeaH Kao
boe, boe je nocmao ucmuHcku 4ogek, 0a bu ce ma nax yHuwmurna... [ocnod je y3eo Ha Hac
nodobuje, 0a 6u Ham Aao jow eehy munocm, 0a 2peuwHo Yo8EYaHCMBO MocmaHe NpuUYacHUK
Boxju.” Ctora cMo npumopaHu, rbybrbeHu, Aa yBek npaBuMo pasnuky uamehy osannoheHe
mwybaBu M rpexa WOONOMNOKMOHCTBA, Kako ce He 6w Hawnu 3apobrbeHun y nykascTBuma
n3pabreuBatsa.

MowTyjyhn npucTojHO M OOCTOjaHCTBEHO MpaBa CBakor nojeduHua, NoxuTajMo Aakne Ka
noy3gaHoj Nnyuy XpuctoueHTpuyHor xusota u Lipkeu, koja je ,cmy6 u mephasa ucmuHe” (I Tum.
3,15). 3acTaHMMO y TOM CUTYPHOM NPUCTAHULLTY, W OCMYLIHMMO 3BYYHM €X0 Haller cpua, u
yCMepuMOo Halle XWBOTe Ha nopoauuy, Taj, Borom gaHu Hykneyc »vuBoTa U HepaspyLlmsu cTy6
myackor apywTtea. Camo Ha Taj Ha4YMH MOXEeMO W3MEHUTW OBaj CBET KOju Ham je aar Ha
ynpaBrbare W NoBepeHe, W KOjUu CMO [OYXKHW BpaTUTUM Hawem TBOpLy, OHaKO Kako TO
xpywhaHuma n NpUnUYn: YacHoO N HeNnopo4Ho!

Ja 6ucmo cTeknu noBepere y HalMM COMCTBEHUM XMBOTUMA W 3ajegHuuama, a notom ray
cBean Bepe v rbybasu, npeHenun U Ha uenu ceeT, HoBopohexn Cnacuter oBe Hohu 1 cBarga,
anenyje, 1 No3uMBa Hac Ha npeBasunaxewe mehycobHux ceaha, pasgopa v MpXu. Taga, u
camo Taga, CBe Hecyrnacuue, buno oHe y nopoguuw, 3ajedHuum unu y gpywTey, usdesasajy y
Bnarom n cmupeHom cjajy muxe ceemnaocmu OannoheHor XpucTa, Koju ,cee cmeopeHo UucryHU
padowhy!*

Ha cBe Bac, Hajopaxa Halwa 4yeda OyXOBHA, Ca UCKPEHOM OYMHCKOM rbybaBrby oBor Boxuha,
npusneamo mMmnocT, bnarogat u Gnarocnos boromnageHua, pagocHo, U U3 ceer cpua knudyhu:

MWP BOXJU - XPUCTOC CE POIN!
BAUCTUHY CE POOMN!

HaHo o boxuhy 2022. roguHe.

Baw CKpyLwieHW MONUTBEHUK nped KONeBKoM boromnageHua,

+UPUHEJ

EMNCKOIN MCTOYHOAMEPUYKA
CPTICKE NMPABOCJIABHE LIPKBE



